sJi                                      PREFACE.
the Court, the intercourse of the Sovereign with her
Ministers, the character of foreign monarchy the IOSH
known transactions of her reign, and even the domestic,
incidents of her life. No Sovereign ever courted more
My and more willingly the light of publicity on a
reign which needs no concealment or disguise,
It would be presumptuous to compare the Journals
of an individual who never held any important odioo
in the State, and who derived his knowledge of public;
affairs entirely from the intercourse of private friend-
ship, with the correspondence and private records of
sovereigns, ministers, and statesmen of the liighoHt
rank, which have been published with their sanction
or with that of their immediate successors. These
Journals advance no such pretension ; but the produc-
tion of so many confidential documents of con tem-
porary or recent history by such personages may bo
fairly invoked to justify, a fortiori^ the publication of
notes and memoranda of a humbler character.
The incidents and opinions which will be found In
these volumes derive their chief value from the fW
that they are recorded by a bystander and spectator,
who was not, and did not aspire to be, an actor in tlio
occurrences he witnessed, but who lived on terniB of
intimacy with many of the most active politicians of hw
times, in both the leading parties in the State, although
he strictly belonged to neither of them, and was wholly
indifferent to mere party interests,
Mr. Greville himself, in communicating a portion of